Novel Approaches to Persistent Pain Therapy.
Persistent and neuropathic pain affects >15% of the global population. Apart from being an individual burden to the patient, persistent pain causes considerable subsequent costs in global healthcare systems. Despite the efforts of pharmaceutical companies to develop novel analgesics, pharmacological options for the therapy of persistent and/or neuropathic pain are limited. We discuss here novel approaches to persistent pain therapy that are independent of classical target-based drug discovery, focusing on individualized diagnostic technologies, improvement of existing therapies, and expansion of current pharmacological treatments and future techniques that may broaden pharmacological options for the individual treatment of persistent pain in patients.